

Daily Trojan



9 April 2007

Bruins swarm USC’s last-ditch effort




Bruins swarm USC’s last-ditch effort
By ASHLEY ZELDIN

Daily Trojan Staff Writer

WESTWOOD—With UCLA leading, 8-7, and 17.5 seconds left, USC women’s water polo coach Jovan Vavic called a timeout. This time the No. 3 Women of Troy wanted to play the spoiler against the No. 2 Bruins, and a well-executed attack would force overtime at the Sunset Canyon Recreation Center.
The USC contingent of several dozen Trojan water polo players—Juan Delgadillo and Gabor Sarusi among them—parents and students started to chant “Beat the Bruins!” in not-quite-unison. 

Then the Women of Troy went on the attack, and the upset seemed possible. Senior utility Erika Figge was poised to shoot, pumping her arm as if waiting for an inevitable opportunity. 

Her chance never came. 

Three Bruins crashed her on the perimeter, with Katie Rulon recovering the turnover 10 seconds before the buzzer. 

But it wasn’t over yet, as senior utility Brittany Hayes snared an uncontrolled UCLA outlet pass and threw up a lofty desperation shot while harangued by a Bruin defender. Her attempt was short, snagged by UCLA goalie Emily Feher. 

USC converted only two of nine 6-on-5 advantages and one of two rare 6-on-4s, which nullified a respectable effort on man-down situations, holding the Bruins to five of 11. 

“We played well on 6-on-5 defense and did a good job of field-blocking shots,” said freshman goalie Tumua Anae, who had eight saves and held UCLA scoreless in the fourth frame. 

But as Hayes pointed out, “The transition defense the whole time wasn’t very good.” 

Stopping the Bruin counterattack had been one of USC’s objectives, but Courtney Mathewson, who scored the game-winner in UCLA’s 9-8 NCAA win last year, again sealed it, her third goal proving just enough to top the Women of Troy. 

The loss marked the return of USC’s U.S. National Team members. Hayes scored once, senior driver Patty Cardenas led the Women of Troy with a hat trick, and sophomore two-meter Kami Craig earned three ejections. 

“We have to get back to playing together,” Hayes said. 

Cardenas was clutch. Her second shot evened the score at 3-3 a minute into the second quarter; UCLA had roared out to the largest lead of the game, 3-0, four minutes into the first.
After the Bruins blasted in two more, Cardenas’ last goal with 5:43 left in the third tied the tally and set USC up for its only lead of the game at 6-5 on a Hayes left-handed, no-look backhand. 
But three straight put UCLA ahead again, and for good, 8-6, by the end of the third.
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